The Warren Commiision on the i 
a$s-asvin.irit>» of John Kennedy con- ; 
eluded that he had been hit by two ot' j 
three bullets fired by Lee Harvey ; 
Oswald from the sixth floor of a ! 
building behind the President's car 
The Gun mission determined that 
there was no conspiracy, that Oswald 
acreJ alone in killing Kennedy and 
that Jack Ruby acred alone in killing 
Oswald. 

In lyiyi the Gallup and Harris 
polls found thar two-thirds of the 
American people disbelieved die 
Commission's findings. Their scep- 
ticism was buttressed by the work of 
early critics of the Commission's 
methods* numbly Edward Jay Epstein 
why established tliat the 26 volumes 
of evidence did not in fact prove 
Oswald’s guilr. But in all the rime 
since then, the alternative - a con- 
spiracy - has never been proven, dc- ; 
pitc enormous efforts by committed j 
opponents of the Commission. 

Until Watergate their work j 
seemed to be arousing !cv> interest, i 
A member «»f Congress from Texas : 
has called for the inquiry ro be re- i 
Opened on grounds that the Warren | 
j Commission’s work was manifestly 
uiwaritfacUiry. National magazines 
are full oil new jt tides raising the 
old doubts. There is an Axs.iv.ma- ; 
lion Information Bureau, doing a i 
brisk trade in lectures on the killing j 
lor 750 dollars a tune, and a young j 
man named Robeir Groden is getting 
a lot of publicity by showing around j 
the ctiuntry his blown up, slowed | 
down and strung-out version of the. . 
famous film of the assassination 



THEDAYOFTHE 

CONSPIRATOR 



| so forth and \0 on. which probably 
most Of the people will . . . I think Mr 
Hoover would certainly say lie didn'i 
, have anything to do with this fellow 
! To many conspiracy theorists such 
; a statement infers that Hoover lied 
| when he denied Oswald was an agent 
If the methods of the Warren 



Doub ts about ibe ussnssi action of President Kennedy almost [ Commission provide grounds for rca 
i-2 years ago have grown 'rather than subsided in IhV 



snnahlc doubt, the more recent work 



- - — r s— I— ci the Rockefeller ( Oounjhton was 

heorms about a SCCOnd. j conspinitonaJistN dream. The Com- 



wqke o' the Watergate scandal. 

‘ ' : : ••• :- d mission lud no mandate to mvo.tt 

u • p ■ • •*» : r Commission on the CIA felt bound earlier this 
year i.o look into some ot them. Here Will lorn Shawcross 



gate the assassination but in February 
this year the comedian Dick Gregory 

01 iho quesuons whicn ar e- now being asked, } mmp . matcd w lkc Kr3 , sy ^ 
and on the next pages, using frames of the famo us Zcipruder j in Dallas just afar Kennedy was shot 
film of the assassination not before published in this country, J One bore * passing resemblance w 
He looks ot one theory, ond 3 at the evidence for and against It » ** owarJ ** unt aru i another to his 

; Watergare co-burglar, Frank Sturgis. 

{ They had long ago been pub- 
i fished m the Yipswr Times, a paper of 
' uncertain accuracy, as proof of CIA 
, participation in the assassination, in 
lV6t Hum was Mill employed by the 
| Agency. Almost every Washington 
[ journalist interested m the story had 
| examined and rejected the phutO- 
; graphs, but the Rockefeller Com- 
j mission jumped at the Opportunity 
I Gregory gave them to study rhe .die 
! gations of CIA involvement. Why ? 

I To conspiracy theorists it was obvi- 
j ous. Cicrald Ford was a member of 
j the Warren Commission and Roskc 
! teller’s counsel, David Retin, had 
also worked for Warren. The photo- 
graphs gave them an ideal dance to 
attack all thcorsc; of conspiracy. 

A lot ot the Commission's work 
{ w-as thorough hut its section on the 




Dallas, 



•u~ be'’ Jj. I9fa,j '.ocondf. after the President is shot 



House ordered the CL\ to kill 
( Castro, aud the assassination. He w-as 
non-committal. Castro would, of 



agent. The former evidence has yet 
to be documented in public but the 
transcript and the fact that it 



taken bv Abraham Zapruder from j course, have had to be extraordinarily f hidden so long does demonstraa Kennedy 



near the grassy knoll where, some 
theorists believe, one of the ‘conspir- 
ators’ was hidden. 

There arc two basic kinds of 
conspiracy theorists, working on 
Kennedy’s assassination. On ihe one 
hand those w ho are concerned mainly 
to point up the deficiencies of the 
Warren Commission and to press for 
new inquiry, and on the oilier those 
who, like Robert Groden, use those 
deficiencies to point accusing lingers 
at tlieir own particular Nte none. 
Groden’s is the CIA. Oihtr favourite 
targets are Texas millionaires, 
alarmed at Kennedy’s suppose*! lib- 
eralism, find Cuban edits furious At 
what they sa\v as Kennedy’s Ivjtrayal 
during die Bay of Bigs and the Mis- 
'i!e Crisis. And on May 6 President 
Ford was asked at a Press conference 
if there was any connection between 



assassination went some 



foolish to attempt such revenge. 

Perhaps the best example of the j 
first kind of theorist is Harold Weis- 
lieg, who lives outside Washington scl f Lee Rankin, said. "Wc do have a j only to exonerate Hunt and Nturgi- 



why so many Americans find it easy I way to justify the theorists’ predic 
to distrust the Commission’s work. | nons. The Commission used the 
The Commission’s general couu- ; excuse of the tramp photographs not 



and has devoted the last 12 years 
to analysing every scrap of informa- 
tion available on the case. He has 
produced four books of hi.s own and 
is now tiling suits under the new' 



dirty rumour that is very bad for the j (a very reasonable dung to do) but 
Commission, very damaging to the j also to try and prove that Kennedy 
could not have been killed in any 
other way than the War ren Commis- 
sion described - by shors all fired 



agencies that arc involved in it and 
must be wiped out insofar as it is 
possible to do so by this Commis- 



Freedom of Information Act - which ! <ion.” The question was how; one j from behind by Lee Harvey Oswald, 

prevents die government withhold- member. Hale Boggs, asked anodier, I In one sense they made the same 

1 uig information except on strictly •! former CIA Director, Allen Dulles, ’ sort of logical leap of which some 



limited grounds of national security - J 
for further government documents. 



about CL-\ practice: 



! theorists are so fond. Hum and Stur- 



He hat, he says, obtained startling j him would know, wouldn’t lie? 



Boggs: “The nun who recruited , gis were not involved, therefore ihctc 



qsectographic evidence which proves ; 
that the Warren Commission’s ballis- j 
lie findings are rubbish. And last year j 
he obtained from the National Arch- 



was no conspiracy. Some of their 
Dulles: “Yes, hut he wouldn't I conclusions seemed more convincing 
! - though not to Groden and other 
Boggs: “What you do is . . . make j theorists. The trouble with the whole 



• our problem utterly impossible he- t argument ts that each side has u Jog- 



ives the Transcript of a secret session j cause you say this rumour can’t be '• 



>( the Warren Commission on Jan- 
uary 27, I06-J - called to discuss the 



allegations that the Kennedy White.) rumour that Oswald was an FBI 



dissipated- tnidcr the circumstances. 

Dulles: “I don’t think it can 
unless you believe Mr Hoover, and 



mafic position - there ceoriaxM mil a 
conspiracy -towards which facts have 
to be lured. It’s exhausting to watch, 
almost impO'SibIc to listen. >- 





;r JFK. has been waving, inGrodendaimsframesaremissinghere; neither 189 Grcden telleves tfci 
the door, all is normal Warren Commission nor Time Life acknowledge it ) point from behind but 



133 JFK's Lincoln enters Elm Street. Governor 
Connolly in front. Sch.oo! Book Depository is up left 



ireUa by 225 JFK clutches throat, about * second after .227 Groden believes ! 
Groden Groden believes a bullet entered from the front ^ second time by anothe 



Hi JFK’s head is Still visible; Groden believes a 224 Car emerges and posses an open umc 
second bullet hit at frame 218 (car then hidden) the road sign. This was a signal, says 



THE GRODEN 
THEORY 



The frames on. these and the following pages 
snow the vital shots from the Zapruder 
Film as suggested by Robert Groden (s$e page 
22), who believes that at least six 
shots were fired by a number of marksmen 






207 Warren says first shot was probocly 
frame 210; Groden says 206-21'. ere 



fsses' behind a road sign; only the 
rad is visible at this moment 



237 Governor Connolly sitting ijV front of JFK 212 
shows signs of a hit; his cheeks puff out. All agree beh 



227 Groden believes JFK was here wounded a 
second time by another bullet fired from oe hind 



ibout i second after 
itered from the front 
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- iJ 5 r- ) (sc>'s Uf’ocJen), « f'Vjsctjiqr spcstn 



rrofne v.v.s tram* 

.t ; r i fvcd rf.OVCO I 'r.vOnj 



Of 



one-tivth :o;onds utter JK 
d(jirst*v^pit«, the tor jy ucceferming a* 



was an awftfl thing and I loved 
President, and to see that happen 
mv eyes - his head just 
and shot down like a dog 
a very, very deep senti- 
I impression with you; it's 

Thus Abraham Zapruder, Dallas 
>s manufacturer, described nhn- 
: Kennedy’s assassination. 

On Movember 22, 1903, Zap- 
ler srood near the grassy knoll on 
Dallas, to him the presi- i 
motorcade on hiv Bell and 
8inm. Camera. From the I 
that Jl’K’s Lincoln turned 
under the Texas School Book ! 
ository until it sped out of sight 
jut 22 seconds ill all - Zapruder 
the camera running. 

I he film was a crucial chrono- 



j meter to the Warren Commission 
m buttressing its conclusion that jusr 
[ three shots were fired at the Presi- 
dent, all of them by I.ec Harvey 
Oswald from the sixth floor of the 
Depository, behind the President’s 
car. 1 he Commission found that one 
shot "most probably” wounded first 
Kennedy then Governor Connally, 
another missed entirely and the third 
blew out the President’s brains. 
Critics <>! the Commission have made 
their own analyses of the film to try 
jnd show that, on the contrary, there 
must have been more than one assas- 
sin and that JFK was shot from the 
front as well as the rear. Several of I 
them say Oswald was in no way j 
involved. 

Zapruder said: ”1 heard the first 1 
shot and saw the President lean over I 
: and grab himself,” but the Comm is- ; 
: ion d coded the first bullet was fired ! 

| at or near frame 210, when the car j 
was behind the road sign. Till then 
tiie line of fire from the sixth floor of . 
the Depository down Elm Street j 
would have been obscured by a tree i 
Either this, or the second shot, said i 
the Commission, went through the 
President's neck, out oi his throat, 
mho C'onnally’s back, shauered his 
filth rib, passed through his ngliL 
wrist, smashing bones, and finally 
stopped in his left thigh. The bullet 
was found on Gmually’s stretcher in 
almost jHrrfecr condition. 



(- rilics of the Commission main- 
tain that this ’super bullet" theory is 
manifestly absurd bur that it was 
iruaal in the Commission^ ‘Lone 
Assassin Oswald* theory. ( Kwatd, 
said the Commission, used a Mann- 
hchcr Carcano 6-5imn. rifle which, 
according to FBI tests, could fire 
j only one bullet every 2 3 seconds - 
i or every 11 I frames of Zapruder’s 
! film. Between frames 210 and 234, 
j when Connally appears to be hit, 

! Oswald could have fired only once. 

, I hereforc the same bullet wounded 
i them both. 

N'onscnse, say the critics, no bul- 
j Set could have done all that and sur- 
, vived intacr. Aud, furthermore, the 
! rime between the bullcr being fired 
'and Connally reacting - about L3 
{ seconds - is too long. The answer 
1 must be that two different bullets hit 
! each man, from two different guns. 

L r uul recently the whole film has 
not bven publicly available. Zapruder 
rushed it off to Kodak in Dallas, had 
three Copies made, gave two lu the 
Secret Service and sold the third to 
I line Life. Ihc chains of custody of 
the prints are almost impossible to 
establish; 1 ime Life apparently dam- 
aged their copy while enlarging it and 
four frames, 208-21 1 . seem to be mis- 
sing. /.;/»• magazine declined to pub- 
lish the more gory frames. 

Recently, a young film editor 
named Robert Groden has been 



touring the States with his own ver- j 
> s ' on of the film. I le claims tliat j 
this shows i hat as many as six shots • 
were fired, and that there were a: 
j least four assassins The fust shot, ' 
at frame 1S9, he says, missed; the I 
| second, at about frame 218, was fired 
J from the grassy knoll in front and 
j nghr of JFK, entered hts throat and 
lodged in his neck. At frame 227, half 
; a second later, JFK is hit again in 
■ the back and his body is pushed for- j 
j ward. Then Connally is hit senar- ’ 

! atcly. And then, after almost five I 
: seconds, Kennedy’s head it blown ! 

; apart by two bullets, one - frame 313 
! “ from the rear which pushes his 
j head forward, the next - frame 31-1 - i 
| from the front which forces it back. ! 

1 he Warren Commission agreed j 
j that the fatal shot hit Kennedy at | 

: about frame 314 - but they believed j 
i there was only one, from behind. On 
’ f he basis of evidence published by j 
: the Warren (Commission aud of thc 
j allegations made by Groden ami 
I others, a panel of experts appointed i 
\ by the Rockefeller Commission de- 
• sided unanimously that the Watren 
j findings were correct. Kennedy’s ! 
j head was forced back, they said, by j 
j a “neuromuscular reaction". One of | 

I them also gave the opinion that the 
! explosion of the brain tissue outward , 
and upward from the forehead would j 
have forced the head back by a “jet 
i ctfcct”. 





413 This frame chows sniper, says GrccS 
below: y«!fow box. blown up to show dev 



KockCtell*»r Commission ; •t'c iur.t bush just t'.e n ’ron* ui 
and ruder ? Me is hidimj be/an<j th 
imalt behind a small wull. about 1 - 1 



it the oar. in thr, 
sen thv head ot u 



413 Zuprudcf pans <lfl« 
says G rodeo. con V* •> 



niuie non any way, what assas'an 



who is holding o 



316 } he upper part ot the President's body )erCs 
hiiiVAOcd ot this moment -as ii forced 



The President bec,,„, to eoUopse towards W 



J<xkie who" is sitting beside him as 



falls towerds 
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